
COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP

Meeting date: 13th June 2018

From: Executive Director – Economy & Infrastructure

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO WHITEHAVEN TRAFFIC 
REGULATION ORDER

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Members of the Highways Working 
Group with the background and details of proposed changes to The County 
of Cumbria (Various Roads, Whitehaven) (Consolidation and Provision of 
Traffic Regulations) Order 2018, following informal consultation.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The proposed traffic restrictions are designed to improve traffic flow and 
traffic management within the areas assessed, whilst also providing a safe 
and effective transport network.

2.2 The restrictions which are proposed comply with Cumbria County Council’s 
forward plan of creating a safe and secure community, whilst providing a 
high quality environment for all.

2.3 There are no Equality implications at this stage

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Members recommend that Local Committee agree to proceed to 
statutory consultation and advertisement of changes to The County of 
Cumbria (Various Roads, Whitehaven) (Consolidation and Provision of 
Traffic Regulations) Order 2018 (“the Variation Order”) in relation to the 
proposed changes shown on the plans attached as Appendices 1, 2, 4 
and 5.

3.2 That Members recommend that Local Committee agree that, subject to 
there being no unresolved objections received at the end of the 
statutory consultation and advertisement of the changes referred to in 
paragraph 3.1 above, that the changes be brought into operation, as 
advertised having taken into consideration the matters contained in 
Section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more 
specifically referred to at paragraph 7.2 of this Report.



4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Concerns have been raised by residents, St Begh’s school and church, to 
highways officers and the Local Member regarding a short, narrow lane on 
The Gardens, Whitehaven.  Specifically regarding use of the lane as a 
‘short-cut’ by traffic attempting to avoid Coach Road and its associated traffic 
calming measures, but also safety risks to pedestrians in the road, 
particularly at school times.

4.2 Officers proposed solution is to install a short section of one way traffic 
restriction, with a prohibition of entry, as shown on the plan attached as 
Appendix 1.  This proposal requires additions to the Whitehaven Traffic 
Regulation Order (TRO) namely The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, 
Whitehaven) (Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 
2018 (“the Whitehaven TRO”).  Due to the lengthy processes involved when 
amending a traffic regulation order this has presented an opportunity to also 
address some other minor issues.

4.3 Informal consultation was carried out in April and May 2018 and a period of 
3 weeks was given for responses to be submitted.  Details of each proposal 
are as below;

4.3.1 Proposal Number 1 – The Gardens, Whitehaven.  To introduce a One Way 
System prohibiting vehicles from travelling in a southerly direction.  As 
referred to in paragraph 4.1, concerns were highlighted by a number of 
residents and the proposal has been designed to reduce “rat-running” and 
the potential risk to pedestrians in the road.  Responses to the consultation 
were minimal, however largely in favour of the proposed changes. A plan 
showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 1.

4.3.2 Proposal Number 2 – Coach Road, Whitehaven.  To introduce a section of 
“No Waiting at any Time” restrictions (double yellow lines and a section of 
“Disc Parking”.  The proposed addition of double yellow lines here has been 
requested by residents, following inappropriate parking on this section of 
highway causing obstructions to pedestrians and other road users.  The 
proposed addition of a disc parking bay allows for greater turnover of 
vehicles in this busy area.  Responses to the consultation were minimal 
however all were in favour of the proposed changes. A plan showing the 
proposal is attached as Appendix 2.

4.3.3 Proposal Number 4 – Cleator Moor Road, Whitehaven.  To introduce a 
section of “No Waiting at any Time” restriction (double yellow lines).  This 
proposal is designed to improve visibility at its junction with the Overend 
Road.  A plan showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 3.  One 
response to the consultation was received generally supporting the 
proposals however, asked that the section of “No Waiting at any Time” 
restrictions were slightly reduced.  Officers assessed the request and agree 
that the proposed restriction may be reduced slightly whilst still achieving the 
improvements necessary.  A plan showing the revised proposal is attached 
as Appendix 4.



4.3.4 Proposal Number 5 – High Road, Kells.  To introduce a section of “No 
Waiting at any Time” restriction (double yellow lines).  This proposal is 
designed facilitate improvements to the junction of Thwaiteville and High 
Road to improve visibility when exiting the junction.  Initial consultation is yet 
to take place, due to receiving requests to investigate following the end of 
the consultation period for other proposals.  A plan showing the proposal is 
attached as Appendix 5.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 5.1 Members may recommend that Local Committee agree the 
recommendations at paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2.  

5.2 Members may recommend that Local Committee agree the 
recommendations at paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2 IN PART.

5.3 Members may recommend that Local Committee agree that the proposals 
are not progressed to statutory consultation and advertisement.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 If the recommendations are agreed by Local Committee the cost of the 
changes can be met from within the existing allocations of the devolved 
Highways capital budget previously agreed by Local Committee.  The 
Working Group and Local Committee may wish to note that any subsequent 
maintenance would need to be met from within the devolved Highways 
revenue budget.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 7.1 The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration 
the matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984 (“the 1984 Act”) detailed below at paragraph 7.2 in considering 
whether it is expedient to agree to the implementation of the Variation Order 
detailed in this Report for the reason specified in Section 1(1)(a) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984, namely for avoiding danger to persons or other 
traffic using the roads or any other roads or for preventing the likelihood of 
any such danger arising. 

7.2 Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in 
exercising that duty are: -

(a) The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to 
premises;

(b) the effect on amenities of an area;

(c) the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the 
Environment Act 1995;

(d) the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles 
and of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or desiring to 
use such vehicles; and



(e) any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant. (KB – 
30.5.2018)

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 That Members of the Copeland Highways Working Group agree to 
recommend to Local Committee to agree the recommendations to resolve a 
number of issues experienced in the town.

Dominic Donnini
 Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 

 Date: June 2018

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 - Location plan detailing proposal for The Gardens, Whitehaven
Appendix 2 – Location plan detailing proposals for Coach Road, Whitehaven
Appendix 3 – Location plan detailing proposal for Cleator Moor Road, Whitehaven
Appendix 4 – Revised location plan for Cleator Moor Road, Whitehaven
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